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DR. JOHN LUNT AWARDED KURT BUCHOLZ CONSERVATION AWARD

The Wyoming Stock Growers Agricul-
tural Land Trust recently awarded Dr. John Lunt
the second annual Kurt Bucholz Conservation
Award at its annual “Round Up Barbecue” held
August 1st at the XH ranch in Saratoga. Lunt,
who did not know he was to receive the award
later stated, “There was E ;
complete shock and:
awe... | was very touched .‘““”\‘ .
to be given this award.” = "™
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After leaving an |
established  Colorado |
surgical practice in order
to provide medical care '
for the small town of
Saratoga, Dr. Lunt and @
his wife Susie fulfilled a ' \ .
lifetime dream and pur-| ' R
chased the Highline
Ranch. John spent many
summers
school
ranches

working  on hostess Laura Bucholz.
in  Wyoming
and had a love for agriculture and the open spaces
and abundant wildlife it protects. Not long after
purchasing the Highline Ranch John and Susie
protected it with a donated conservation easement
held by the Stock Growers Land Trust.

John was appointed to the first Wyoming
Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust Board of
Directors in 2001 and has served on the Board
since that time. He is passionate about agricultural
lands remaining in production agriculture. “For
130 years across Wyoming the hand of the
rancher and farmer has been gentle, transforma-
tive, and landscape-enhancing; not because the
early ranchers set out to be ‘environmentalists,’
but because their survival depended upon open
working landscapes, irrigated meadows, and a

Dr. John Lunt receives the Kurt Bucholz Conservation i
Award from Randall Luthi, Wyoming Stock Growers about protecting the up-
during med Agricultural Land Trust Board Chairman, and event per North Platte Valley's

healthy productive ecosystem,” says Dr.
Lunt. “This landscape is what we inherit today.”
The Kurt Bucholz Conservation Award is
named for Dr. Kurt Bucholz DVM, one of the
Land Trust’s early supporters who, along with his
wife Laura, owned the XH Ranch. For many years
3 Dr. Bucholz devoted
countless hours to his
County and State live-
MING STO( stock organizations, the
S TURAL Carbon County #2
A2 School Board, the Cor-
bett Medical Foundation,
and served two terms in
the Wyoming State legis-
lature. He demonstrated a
keen understanding of
state and local water is-
sues, and was adamant

vital and historic water
rights. A rare

claimed Kurt’s life in December 2006.
The Wyoming Stock Growers Agricul-
tural Land Trust and Laura Bucholz subsequently
implemented an award in 2008 to be presented

cancer

annually to an individual who exemplifies Kurt's
conservation values, particularly those that center
on protecting and nourishing Wyoming's working
ranches. The honoree receives a Jerry Palen
bronze that depicts the Land Trust horse and
rider logo. Dennis Sun, editor of the Wyoming
Livestock Round Up, was the first recipient of the
award in 2008. Mr. Sun was instrumental in devel-
oping Ag in the Classroom as well as establishing
the use of Conservation Resource Management
(CRM) initiatives in the State of Wyoming.
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